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The Firſt LET TER. 


TrHeOPHIiLlLUs to EUdERNIO. 


* 
” 


=? EFORE I ſend you my farther practical Conſide- WM 
rations upon Divine Love, I thought it proper to 

communicate to you the following Explanation of 

its Nature, to prevent ſome Miſtakes aborft it. 1 

muſt deſire you to diſtinguiſh between that Supe- 

riour Love, which is ſeated in the Will or rational 

Appetite, and that which is inferior, and properly 

paſſionate. When the Bent and Inclination of the Will, the command- 

ing Faculty of the Soul, determined by an illuminated Underſtanding, 

that repreſents the Divine Being as the beſt and moſt amiable Object, 

chuſes and adheres to him as ſuch ; this, in the higheſt Senſe, is to be 

acknowledged Divine Love. By this it is, that a good Man prefers the nl 

Fayour of God, and the Fruition of him for ever, before all other ; 

Enjoyments; and by this he makes his Creator his chief Happineſs 3 

and having now choſen him for his Portion and final Felicity, he engages 

ſincerely in the Practice of Religion and Virtue, which he is convinced 

is the only Means to procure his ultimate End, thatis, the Enjoyment 

of his Author, in the full Purity and Perfection of humane Natures» 

This is the Divine Love, that refines and enobles the Mind, that go. 

2 _—_— 
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oss of the Soul, guides the Life, and denominates 2 
57 _. This Love to God, that reſides in the upper 
0 ties of the Soul, and is iadeed the Principle of moral Goodneſs, 
* * ie Life, and the new Nature in a regenerate Man, is intellectual, 
The” ſte Sand in its ſelf abſtracted from corporeal Emotions, and webe 
| I 8 oF | Agitations of the Spirits; but then it is as true, that when it ex- 
| 5. it ſelf in a great Degree, it will certainly produce that inferior Love, 
| 4 ſeated among the Paſſions: For ſuch is our Conſtitution ; ſuch 
ES, Bs natural Ordet of our Faculties, and Springs of Operation, that 
Pie never the ſuperior and commanding Powers of the Soul are exer- 
3 led in a high Meaſure, they muſt unavoidably put in Motion the 

oorenl Appetites. 

IF the Underſtanding repreſents, in a full and ſtrong Light, the 
good and amiable Nature of any Object, and upon that the Will chuſes 
and moves to it, with a Force proportionable to the beautiful and at- 
tractive Image given of it; this muſt of Neceſlity ſtir and agitate the 
Paſſions of Love, Joy, Deſire, and Hope, if the Object be repreſented as 
- attainable : For Inſtance, If the Underſtanding offers to the Will of an 
* avaricious Man, a great Treaſure, as within his Reach, and eaſily to be 
procured, it is not poſſible, but that the Paſſions of Love, Deſire, and Joy 
mould pe excited; and it is the ſame when great Honours and Power 
are offer'd to. the Choice of the Ambitious, or raviſhing Scenes of Plea- 
ſure to the voluptuous Man; for while the Mind receives warm and 
lively Impreſſions from that Idea of Good, which is drawn by the Imagi- 
nation in the moſt alluring and inviting Shape, the Spirits in the Brain, 
by whoſe Mediation thoſe i mages are formed, are moved in ſuch a lively 
and active Manner, that their Motion is propagated down from the 
Head to the Heart, and produces there the Paſſions before mention'd. 
But notwithſtanding, theſe pious Paſſions are a conſiderable Duty, when 
thus duly raiſed and employed upon ſpiritual and divine Objects, and 
ſhould ſtill be cheriſhed and encouraged, when under the Guidance of 
the ſoperior Faculties, the Underſtanding and Will; yet they muſt not 
be miſtaken. for true eſſential Goodneſs, I mean that higher rational 

Love to God above mention . Sh 
T happens very often, that the younger, and leſs experienced 
s — a 9 whea he firſt engages in a Courſe of Religion and 
a Vretue, 
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Vertue, feels ſtronger Perturbations and warnier AﬀeQil 
old, ſettled, and confirmed Practiſer of Piety ; whom, m__ os” 
in deyout Paſſion, as much as the other ſurpaſſes him in thg = 
Love of God, which is ſteady, calm, and ſedate, as the other is * * 
hement, ſenſible, and uneven. It is the firſt that denominates a trus : 
Chriſtian, and does often ſubſiſt, when abſtracted from; or little A 1 
tended with paſſionate Emotions; but devout and lively Paſſions 4 
by no Means conſtitute true Piety without the former. But not ſufficienl Aa 
inſtructed in this important Diſtinction, new Converts to a pious Life Wn 

apt to run into a great Error ; that is, that ſuperior Virtue is attended with - 
- conſtant devout Paſſions; and in this they place Religion in an unwar- 
rantable Degree. The Principles of Divine Love, which, as ſaid, is 
- the moral Rectitude and perfection of the Will or rational Appetite, 
tho often diſpaſſionate in confirmed and experienced Chriſtians, pre- 
ſerves a greater Sincerity of Heart, and a more conſtant and equal 
Purity of Life, than is ſeen among new Converts at their moſt early 
ſetting out, though they then feel great Ardour and Affection: For, 
as their good Paſſions are then quickly raiſed, ſo likewiſe are their 
bad ones, which makes a great Viciſſitude and Inconſtancy in their 
Temper of Mind, and a grgat Deformity and Inequality in their Lives. 
It is therefore from their Ignorance of the Nature of Divine Loys, or 
their Inattention to their own Lights, that when the unconfirmed Chri- 
ſian does afterward, by Degrees and Cuſtom, find an Abatement of 
bis firſt Fervour and lively Diſpoſition of Mind, in the Exerciſe of 
pious Duties, Prayer, Meditation, Chriſtian Converſation, and partici- 
pating of the Holy Sacrament, he is ready to condemn himſelf for De- 
cay of Piety, Love to God, and Zeal for Religion, which is a Conclu- 33. 
fion by no Means to be juſtified. The ſtrongeſt and moſt approved ©  -» 
Chriſtian is he, that is with the greateſt Difficulty prevailed ypon to do _ ; | 
any evil Action, and is the moſt conſtant in Performance of all reli- ö 
gious Duties, though he does not perceive thoſe warm Affecions, which AY 
he once felt. Tis certain that Chriſtian loves God in the moſt emi- 

nent Degree, who keeps his Commands with the feweſt Deviations and 

Relapſes. If therefore, in the Progreſs of your Chriſtian Courſe, you 
Mould find, that your firſt Paſſionate'Fire and Emotions are diminiſhed, 

m. that for that Reaſon you do not condemn your ſelf for going 
B backward 
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ea in Religion : For if yon grow more able to reſiſt Temptati- 
ons, and are conſtant and ſteady in your virtuous Actions and religious 
Duties, tho' wich leſs ſenſible Fervour; and if, notwithſtanding you 
= find ſome Deadneſs and Indiſpoſition to pious Exerciſes, you per. 
ſepyere in the Performance of them; and tho” your good Paſſions are not 
= ſtrong and active as before, yet however your bad ones are weaker, 
and much more governable; you may be certain that you have not loſt, 
* but are a great Gainer by this Alteration ; and you may draw great 
Comtort and ſolid Satisfaction to your Mind from. this unerring Rule, 
that he is the ſtrongeſt Chriſtian, and trueſt Lover of God, who ex- 
| preſſes the greateſt Uuwillingneſs to break his Laws. 
"YOU will ſay, perhaps, if this be right Reaſoning, then to what 
1 Purpoſe is it, that any other Conſiderations to excite Divine Love 
mould be urged upon Men, than thoſe which repreſent our bleſt Cre- 
ator as the moſt amiable Object, and are proper to convince then 
that he alone is their chief End and Felicity ? for the ſuperior Faculti 
being thus addreſs'd to, if they receive ſuitable and juſt Impreſſions, tl 
inferior Paſſions will be inſignificant; or if they are uſeful in a lowe 
Degree, yet will they be moved of Courſe, by the commanding Power: 
of the Soul. To this I anſwer, That the Paſſions which, as 1 have 
faid, ariſe from a vehement ruſhing of the Spirits from the Imagination 
to the Heart, and the various Agitations of the Blood that paſſes 
through it, are natural, and reſult from the Conſtitution of Man, that 
is, the vital Union of his Soul and Body; and therefore cannot be 
yain and inſignificant. On the contrary, they are of great Uſe, and 
indeed neceſſary, when under the Conduct of a well-informed and 
regular Judgment, and are far from being the Diſtempers and Defor- 
mity of the Sonl, as ſome conceited Philoſophers have abſurdly imagined. 
1 defire you to obſerve, that as ſometimes the Motions of the Soul 
are begun in the upper commanding Powers, and thence propagated 
downwards to the lower Appetites; ſo very often the firſt Motion is 


"> 
. * 


felt in the Paſſions, and by them it is tranſmitted to the higher 
* Faculties: For the Mind is each way equally moved, either by intel 
lectual Ideas formed immediately in the Imagination, or by the Im- 

- preſſions of corporeal Objects made upon the Senſes, which excite thoſe 
Paſſions, that rifing upward affect the Soul: Hence you will remark, 

that 


Letters of Reign 
that when Civil Governours publiſh their Laws, they do nat Fuer 
them with Reaſons that ſhould demonſtrate the Duty d U 
Obedience, but they addreſs themſelves to the Paſſions of their people 1 
their Hopes and Fears, by promiſed Rewards and threatned Pun 
ments: And the Divine Law-giver did the ſame to Adum, in his gt 
of Innocence, In the Day thou eateſt thou ſhalt die; which Applicati 
to his Fears and implanted Principle of Self-Preſervation, was inte 
ed to ſecure his Obedience; hence it will evidently appear, that the 1 
Soul is often carry'd to vertuous Actions by the vehement Impulſe 
the Paſſions, eſpecially in this degenerate State, where Reaſon is de: . 
poſed from the Government of the Man, while inordinate Appetites 
and corporeal Inclinations make Head againſt the Power of the upper 
Faculties, ſway and impel the Soul, and expreſs the Marks of Dominion 
over it. And in this Condition, the moſt frequent Way of coming ag 
the Mind, and to make there the firſt Impreſſions of Religion, is by 
the Mediation of the Paſſions. Reaſon is in this corrupt State reduced 
to a low Ebb, and has loſt its Command over the inferior Appe- 
tites, which lord it over the Hearts and Lives of Men; the Paſſions. - + 
muſt therefore be addreſs'd to, and brought over, in order to gain the 
Will. The Minds of Men are generally eſtranged and alienated from 
the Bleſt Author of their Being, the only Object of their Happineſs, 
and ſo depraved and blind, that they cannot ſee the amiable Goodneſs Mt 
of Religion, and the heav'nly Beauties of Holineſs, the true Dignity y 
and perfection of their Nature; whence it comes to paſs, that to : 
awaken and recover them from their: Lethargick and Death-like Stu- 
pidity, and bring them to a due Senſe of their Duty, and Concern for 
their greateſt Intereſt, it is neceſſary to urge upon them ſuch Argu- 
ments as are proper to work upon their inbred and inſeparable Prin- 
ciple of Self-Preſervation, and to lay before them the eminent Danger 
they are in, of ſuffering the unſpeakable Wrath of God, if they conti- 
nue impenitent in their Guilt 3 that by this Means their Fears may be 
excited, and thoſe Fears may make them cry. out, What: ſhall we do to be 
ſaved? And when they are inſtructed and convinced, that there is no 
Way in the World to eſcape the dreadful Puniſhments, that are de- 
nounced againſt contumacious Sinners, but Faith, ſincere Repentance * 
and Reformation, they. may, as the Goſpel requires, ſteadfaſtly believe 

. 
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Zonfeſs their Offences with due Contrition, and effeQually re- 


* 


companied with the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Sanctification, is the 
eedinary Method of bringing ſinful Men to a due Senſe of thcir Con- 
Jition, and recovering them from their unregene rate State: But then 
is as true, that after they have entered upon the Practice of Religion 
nd Virtue, from the Motive of Fear, and the Principle of Self. Pre- 


mn Tervation, the new Converts, whep they are accuſtomed to a virtuous 


— 


* 


Life, and grow acquainted with Piety and moral Goodneſs, do by de- 
grees begin to taſte the Sweetneſs, and ſee the intrinſick Beauty of Religi- 


on. They now find it agreeable to Reaſon and a well-diſpoſed Mind, 
and feel Satisfaction and Pleaſure ariſing from it, till at length, from 


3 
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Ming and approving, they eſteem and love it, not only as a Means to 
Acliver them from their Fears, but as they perceive its amiable Quali- 


* ties, reliſh its Goodneſs, and are convinced that it is the Dignity and 


perfection of their Nature; that it makes them reſemble their Divine Au- 
thor, the ſole Obje& of their Happineſs, and qualifies them for the 


Fruition of him for ever. 


I HVUs by gradual Practice, the religious Diſpoſitions of Men, that 
proceeded from the Moti ves of Fear, are refined and exalted to a Habit 
of Divine Love, even that Love which is the moral Rectitude of the 
Will, or rational Appetite, that dignifies and enobles the Mind, 
and places the Poſſeſſor of it amongſt Chriſtians of the firſt Rank. 
This, as I have ſaid, 1 look upon as the ordinary Riſe and Progreſs of 
true Religion in the Mind of Man, which is begun by Fear, and finiſh- 


+ ed by Love; and that Fear of Puniſhment is a proper Argument to 
be uſed to ſtartle and affright the Sinner, that he may ſee his Danger, 


and for his own Preſervation, endeavour to avoid it, by entering upon 


- the Practice of Vertue and Piety, though as yet he does not taſte their 


* 4 
a 4 . 
* a T1 
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intrinſick Goodneſs, is evident from this, that the inſpired Prophets, 


our Saviour himſelf, and his Apoſtles, eſpecially St. Paul, do, by ſetting 
before Men, in the moſt moving and pathetical Expreſſion, the Wrath 
and Judgments of God denounced againſt impenitent Criminals, endea- 
== Your, by exciting their Fears to awaken and rouſe the ſtupid and un— 
2 Shovghttul People, and by that Means, to bring them to.Repentance 


1 


* % . and 
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nend their Lives, that they may not be condemned to ever- 
is Miſery, otherwiſe unavoidable. And this, I believe, while ac- 


— ST © EET ITE 


Letters of Ne 


and Reformation. Inſtances of this kind are numberleſ; rob f the © | 
ſacred Scripture; and though this religious Diſpoſition. of new Con» 
verts, is far from being of the moſt pure and exalted kind, like that which 
proceeds from ſuch Divine Love as I have deſcribed before; yet beware? 
Sir, of condemning it as ſpurious and unacceptable toGod : Far from that; is 

from whatever Motives either Fear, Hope, or Love, any Man is induced, 

upon ChriMan Principles, to confeſs his Sins with Sorrow, and to 

forſake them with Sincerity, 1 ſhall always belleve he is a good Man, N 
and an Heir of Salvation; and how happy would it be for Mankind, * 
if any, or all of thoſe Motives put together, could prevail ſo fa 


upon them. I am, 


Re” | SIR, 
* 115 (with ſincere Love and Eſteem) 


Your Humble Servant, = : 


THEOPHILVUS. 


The Second LETTER: 


e to THEOPHILUS. 


- 


SIR, p 
Return you hearty Thanks for your Third Letter, ſince the Revival 
of our religions Correſpondence : I have peruſed: it with great Sa- | 1 


tisfaction, and foreſce that it will be very beneficial in giving me 
juſt Sentiments of the Nature of divine Love, by ſettling the great 


Diſtinction of that Virtue, as it is intellectual, and the Habit of the | 4 
rational Appetite, and as it is only paſſionate and cor poreal: Con- 
vinced by your reaſoning, I perceive that the firſt, which is the & 


Rectitude and Perfection of the Will, determined to the Choice of the 
1 ** Being, as the Object of our Happineſs, muſt be the Principle, 
C that 


' = wr of Religion, 


that conttitutes ſincere Religion, denominates an eſtahliſhed Chriſtian, 
and entitles him to the Favour of God, and everlaſting Felicity; and 
believe, as you affirm, that in this pious Diſpoſition, the ſuperior 
commanding Faculties of the Soul cannot exert their Operations in 
high Degree, but their Force muſt be propagated farther ; for in 
ch a Caſe the inferior Appetites and Paſſions, as by a Motion of 
Conſent, will unavoidably be excited, except, perhaps, in ſome cold 
and flegmatick Complexions; or in good Chriſtians, who by reaſon of 
their great Age, are uncapable of ſuch warm and active Emotions. 
AT the fame time I am convinced by your Arguments, that in 


=> this our degenerate State it is neceſſary to apply, by proper Motives, 


to the Paſſions of Hope and Fear, and by awakening and putting 
them in Motion to affect the Heart; by which Means divine Inſt ruction 


may gain Admiſſion to the ſuperior Faculties, and incline them to 
eſteem and chooſe the Author of our Being as our chief End and 


Happineſs. For, as vehement evil Paſſions often over-power the Un- 
derſtanding and Will, and hurry Men headlong to Vice and Impiety 
ſo good Paſſions, when they are ſtrong and warm, will, in proportion, 
have the like Influence on the commanding Powers of the Soul. By the 
Terrows of the Lord, ſays St. Paul, ws perſwade Men: Whence it ap- 
pears, that your Aſſertion is true and ſolid, that the Converſion of a 
ſinfol Man to a religious Life, owes its firſt Beginning to Fear of 
Puniſhment, tho' after a conſiderable Progreſs the Chriſtian is moved 
by more ſublime and noble Principles; thoſe of Faith, Divine Love, 
Deſire, Joy, and the Hopes of the Fruition of their Maker in endleſs 
Joys. And now his Piety is carried on by the Pleaſure that riſes from 
his own Taſte of the Goodneſs of Religion, which after long Ac- 
quaintance and Familiarity, grows up by Degrees to greater Maturity, 
becomes a ſecond Spiritual Nature, and is the Perfection of the lead- 
ing Powers of the Soul, as you expreſs your ſelf in your Letter. 


- Upon theſe Reflections, I am determined to cultivate and improve the 


- ſuperior Divine Love, which is the habitual Bent and Inclination of 


the Will to the ſupream Being, as the moſt excellent and moſt amiable 
Object, and the ultimate beatifick End of Man. And in order to this, 
I reſolve, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to uſe thoſe proper Arguments, and pre- 
valent Motives which you have fuggelted to me. This I am convinced, 

will 
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— 
will cheriſh and ſtrengthen the Root of ſincere Virtue at the Heat“, 
and make it bring forth heav'nly Fruit in the- Life and Converſation? * 
Nor ſhall 1 any longer place Religion ſo much in warm Affections and 
paſſionate Efforts, in the Performance of pious Duties, as in the moraJ 1 
Rectitude of the ſuperior governing Faculties: I ſhall nevertheleſs, 
always think it my Duty to maintain a fervent Zeal in the Practice 


of Religion) and take Pleaſure in devout Paſſions, while they keep N 


their proper ſubordinate Place; for then they quicken and animate 
Devotion, affect and warm the Heart, and blow up, and ſpread abroad 
the Fire of Divine Love in the commanding Powers; and by this 
Means, I believe they muſt be highly uſeful and ſubſer vient to the 
carrying on of vertuous Diſpoſitions to a more mature and perfect 
State. Hence it is that I cannot agree with any modern Divines, 
who ſhall, with the Stoick Philoſophers, look upon the Paſſions as hurtful 
or uſeleſs, and therefore recommend Repentance without Sorrow and 
ſenſible Contrition, a broken Heart without Pain and Trouble, Devo- 
tion without ardeat Affections, and think that the Contemplation of 
the glorious Perfections of God, and the Anticipation and Foretaſte of 
immortal Bliſs, ſhould be unaccompanied with any conſequent Joy, De- 
light, or ſenſible Perceptions in the Heart, which ſay they are corporcal 
Paſſions, and therefore ſhould be diſmiſſed from Attendance oft ſpiri- 
tual Duties. But this, as you urge, is directly coatrary to the Tenour 
of the Scripture, where the inſpired Teachers every where apply them- 
ſelves to the Paſſions in the moſt moving Diction and vehement Turns 
of Expreſſion. I hope, Sir, I ſhall in a ſhort Time receive your further 
Sentiments upon Divine Love, in the ſame practical Manner as | before. 
I am, 

SIR, _ I 

Your moſt Humble Servant, 


EUGENIO. 


,* 


* 
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The Third L E T TER. 


Trrornitus % Evcesnio. 


- 
. 
ts 


SIX, - 
INCE I find by your Anſwer to mine, that my paſt Diſcourſes 


0 on Divine Love have been acceptable to you, I have here ſent 


vou more of my practical Sentiments on that great Subject: If I begin 
- to be tedious, by drawing out my Diſcourſes to ſo great a Length, as : 
. I grow apprehenſive I ſhall be, the Candour of your Temper, as well 
as your Requeſt, that I ſhould continue this Intercourſe, aſſure me, that 
you wilt pardon my well-meant Zeal in purſuing this Province, what 
Defects ſoever you find in the Execution. 

THAT you may always enjoy the Benefit and Pleaſure of Divine 
Love, may it be your careful Endeavour, by conſtant and importunate 
Prayer, nd ſerious and lively Meditations on the Nature, the Word 
and Works of God, to raiſe your Heart and Affections to him; watch 
with unwearied Diligence, and ſuffer not the ſacred Fire to go out; 
and to that End, always ſupply it with proper and neceſſary Fewel; 
and when it ſinks and languiſhes, fly to the moſt powerful Incentives 
to revive it. | N | 
FOR this Purpoſe, among other Motives, contemplate the Divine 

Attributes, as diſplayed in the Work of our Redemption by Chriſt : 
When we were deprived. of. the Sight of God, and the Proſpect of 


2 Hleaven - When we fell from that high and happy Condition in which 


e were made, to a State as low and baſe as Sin and Folly could 
ſinks; when we had loſt the Apprehenſion of the Divine Favour, 
and had contracted an Averſion to our Maker, our Life and Felicity; 


= when we had abandon'd our ſelves to forbidden Pleaſures, and taken 
. wich theſe mean and ſordid Enjoyments, inſtead of the divine De- 
lights that proceed from a reciprocal Love between God and an in- 
Pecent Mind, it pleaſed the Almighty, out of his boundleſs Goodneſs, 


- to 
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to fend his Son, the Son of his Love, into the World, who laying 
aſide his Glory, and vailing his Divinity, tranſacted with Man the ble ſ⸗ 
ſed Deſign of his Recovery: He opened to us the Joys of Heaven, 
and diſcloſed the immenſe Treaſures of his Father's Love: His Lite | 
was one continued Miracle of doing good ; his Doctrine was full of the 
glad Tydings of our Salvation; and his whole Aim was, by the moſt 
attractive Methods, to win our Hearts to our great Creator: For this 
End he lived, and for this End he died, that he might ſatisfy the 
offended Juſtice of God, and ſecure the Honour of his Government, 
that ſo we might no longer look upon him as a diſpleaſed and angry 
Judge, but as a merciful Father reconciled to us by the Merits and 

Interceſſion of his Son. 

INCOMPREHENSIBLE Love! Ineffable Compaſſion! the Joy and 
Admiration of Angels, and the Object of Man's eternal Praiſes ! 
God fo loved the World, that from his free Choice and Commiſera- 
tion he formed the aſtoniſhing Scheme of Man's Salvation. God fo 
loved us, while miſerable Sinners and ungrateful Rebels, that he gave 
his Son to die, that he might deliver us from everlaſting Death: He 
deſcended from Heaven, from the bliſsful Boſom of his Father, to 
ſave us from ſinking into Hell: He bore the Terrors and Indigngtion 
of the Almighty, that we might enjoy the Light of his Countenance, 
and the raviſhing Views of his reconciled Face: To cleanſe us from 
our Guilt and Pollution, he ſhed his own moſt precious Blood; and to 
raiſe us to Heaven, he humbled himſelf to the Habitations of the 
Dead. God fo loved us, that from his own compaſſionate Motion he 
employed a long Series of ſtupendious Miracles of Power, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, to reinſtate us in the Poſſeſſion of our loſt Felicity, a 
having decreed to glorifie himſelf, by making us, of the moſt miſerable, 
the moſt happy Creatures. - 

N OW, Sir, as by fuch proper Meditations you ſhould endeayour to 4 


ſtrengthen this divine Habit, ſo you ſhould carefully remove all Impe- "i 
diments that will obſtruck the Operations of it; you muſt not there- AJ 
fore entertain and cheriſh any ſenſual forbidden Love, or pollute out: | 
Soul with unhallowed Flames: God will not ſhare your Affections with * Al 


his Creatures, or accept an imperfect divided Heart. Unclean Paſ- 
ſions bear a 1 Contrariety to divine Love; theſe are ſuch dif-. 
D ann 
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"ferent Plants as cannot flouriſh together in the ſame Soil; for theß 
Will ſtill combate each other, and one muſt certainly decay, and 
wither. Theſe Diſpoſitions are as incompatible in the Heart as Life 
and Poiſon, and it will be impoſſible to give a peaceable Entertain- 
ment to them both. What Communication is there between Light and 
PDiarkneſs? How can this pure and divine Fire dwell with foul and 
malignant Flames? You muſt therefore take your Farewel of all im- 
moderate Affection to the Delights of Senſe, and declare an irrecon- 
cilable and open Hoſtility to the World. You muſt be deaf, and 
unſenſible to .thoſe Enjoyments that defile and debaſe the Mind, that 
it may be fit to be inſpired, and wholly poſſeſt by divine Love. 
YOU muſt take care to live an inoffenſive, humble Life, and to 
keep a Conſcience clear and undiſturbed: A guilty Soul has no Power 
or Will to love the Divine Being: If you tranſgreſs his Laws, you 
will look upon him as an offended and angry Judge; and while your con- 
ſcisds Reflexions and ſecret Remorſe vex and diſquiet your Soul, you 
will be averſe to think of God, or to approach his Preſence ; but like our 
firſt Parents, you will ſtart and tremble at his Voice; you will be ready, 
like them, to fly affrighted from his Face; and inſtead of exerciſing 
Divine Loye, you will be covered with Shame and Confuſion. To 
keep a Conſcience void of Offence is the only Way to preſerve an unin- 
terrupted Peace and Tranquillity within, and be able to look up to 
Heaven, and contemplate the Deity with Joy and Delight. How 
ſweet and pleaſurable a Life would it be, to have your Heart and 
Converſation, together with your Treaſure, in Heaven? How far, by 
this Means, would you be raiſed above theſe low uncomfortable Regi- 
ons? How far remoy'd from the threatning Clouds, that continually 
gather here below ? Secure by your Diſtance, you would wi thout Ter- 
ror hear the Storms and Tempeſts that always moleſt this dark and 
unquiet World. How much above the Apprehenſions and Taſte of 
ſenſual Men, would be the Delights which you would always enjoy: 
And how eaſily would you deſpiſe all the Temptations of Senſe, and 
pity or deride the poor and low Condition of the Rich and Great? 
And now beſpeak your ſelf in Words like theſe: 
. MAY my chief, if not only, Pleaſures flow from this pure Fountain 
of divine Love, and I ſhall ask no other Happineſs. Let this be my 
£ | Fortion, 
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Portion, and I am abundantly ſatisfied. Farewel vain World \Riches, Ho. 
nours, Pleaſures, farewel: I want you not; I would not be-encum-- 
bred and embarraſſed with ſuch an uneaſie and unprofitable Burden: 
I would not allow you any Share in my Affections; alas! what can 


you do to refine and perfect this immortal Soul? What Foundation can 
you lay for a ſolid and laſting Peace? Have you eternal and immenſe 
Goodneſs for me, like God ? Can you purifie and exalt my corrupt and 
depraved Faculties, and reſtore to me the loſt Beauty and perfection 
of my Nature? Can you preſerve me from the greateſt Calamities 
here, or from a miſerable Eternity hereafter ? Can I expect ſuch Things, 
which, however, are abſolutely neceſſary, from ſuch empty and periſh- 
ing Trifles? Moſt certainly I cannot. What occafion then have 1 
for Riches, and Honour, and the Pleaſures of this World? What is it 
that I ſhould deſire them for? What reaſonable End can I think of, 
why I ſhould place my Heart, and ſet my Affections upon them? 
Contemptible Vanities ! Can you be the Happineſs of a reaſonahle and 
immortal Nature? Shall I abandon my felt to the Love of a worthleſs 
Toy, court a Phantome, and be enamoured of an empty Cloud? 


CAN I longer forbear to love God, fo infinitely amiable, and 


when it is impoſſible to find any Object beſides, that can jultly in- 
vite my Eſteem, or deſerve my Affections? 1s it not the higheſt Fol- 
ly in the World, to heſlitate and make a Difficulty, whether I ſhould 
yield up my Heart to God, When there is nothing elſe but Sin and 
Vanity to attract it? Let me therefore love him with all my Soul, 
and Strength, and Might, and all inferior Satisfa&ions, only in Obedi- 
ence and Relation to him. Let me value the temporal Bleſſings that 
I enjoy, as the Demonſtrations of his paternal Care and Bounty, the 
Tokens of his Kindneſs, and the Means to ſupport me in this mortal 
State: May | thus love his Creatures, as they ſubſerve this divine End; 
and not deſtroy their Goodneſs by an idolatrous Separation of them 


from their due Subordination to God; and let me never remove 


them from their Order and Dependance, to ſet them in a higher 
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Place than they deſerve, or beſtow upon them any Reſpe& or Af." | 
fection that do not ultimately terminate in the bleſt Creator. What 


good Things ſoever I poſſeſs for Neceſſity or Delight, let them be ſo 
much regarded as they promote the Habit of divine Loye, and ex- 
| | Cite 
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Fey cite the Operations of it; ahd may my Eſteem be always proportions 
| able to the Degree of ſuch their Uſefulneſs. May therefore delight 
in my Friends, as their Example, Counſel, Converſation or Bounty en- 
x or aſſiſt my Love to God; and let my Health, and Life, and Being, 
be dear to me, that I may live to him in whom 7 Live, and Move, 
Aa We and have my Being 
MAV all my Actions flow from this divine Principle; may this 
5 be the internal Spring, that ſets in Motion all the Capacities and Powers 
i of Soul and Body : Let it reſide like Life in my Heart, and from thence 
diffuſe its Virtue and Influence through the whole Man, inſpiring 
” © my Thoughts, quickning my Deſires, and animating all my Actions, 
that they may be acceptable to God. 
1 MAV this divine Principle reign uncontrouled within me; and may 
An tne inferior Faculties of the Mind acknowledge its Dominion: 
May no rebellious Appetite oppoſe its Government, nor any Thought, 
Inſtin& or Deſire, deny Subjection to its Dictates. May the Integrity of 
my Heart, and the Purity of my Life, declare the Power and Force 
which Divine Love maintains withia me: May it influence my whole 
Converſation, and reach the minuteſt Actions of my Life; and when 
I do nos ſenſibly feel its Operations, yet let my regular, conſtant, and 
chearful Obedience, its moſt natural and genuine Effect, ſhew that it is 
certainly alive; and may it ſtill iacreaſe in Power, and ſpread and en- 
large its Empire over my Heart and Life, till it utterly breaks all 
Giafal Habits, and ſubdues the Strength of all evil Inclinations : By 
this Means let it gain a compleat Conqueſt over the Fleſh and the 
World, and triumph in the unmoleſted Poſſeſſion of my entire Soul. 
Let it not be enough for me to ſhew ſome weak and imperfect Signs of 
Love to God, but let me ſtrive to advance it to a lively and active 
Degree. Why ſhould I be ſatisfied with Life that approaches ſo near 
to Death? Why ſhould 1 be contented that my Love to God ſhould 
flanguiſh in ſuch A weak conſumptive State, when there are ſo many 
= efficacious Means at Hand to render it vigorous, ſtrong, and healthful? 
Let it not be enough that fome divine Rays penetrate the Clouds and 
M 74 * Darkneſs, that have ſo ſong covered me, to give me a weak and 
doubtful Twilight; but let me implore the Sun of Righteouſneſs to 


& break in upon me Mind, to ſcatter theſe Shades, and 3 abroad a 
full 
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full prevailing Day. Let me labour with unwearied Diligence to) P] 
raiſe my Heart and Affections more to Heaven, and to keep them 
more conſtantly there, that ſo I may poſſeſs my Soul in Peace and 
Tranquillity, bear all my Sufferings with Patience and Submiſſion, and 
perform all the Duties of Religion with Pleaſure and Delight. 

IN the mean time, may I not forget to be thankful for that inferi- 
or Meaſure of Divine Love, that the ſacred Spirit has kindled within me. 
Surely this is infigitely a greater Bleſſing, than if I had been born to a 
Kingdom, or was poſſeſt of all the Treaſures and Glory of the World. 
Though my Condition, as to worldly Enjoyments, ſhould be mean and 
obſcure, yet ſhould I not be fully pleaſed, and in my deliberate Thoughts 
account my ſelf exceeding happy? Why ſhould I envy Monarchs 
their Crowns, or rich Men their Poſſeſſions? This is frequently the 
Happineſs, ſuch as it is, of the worſt of Men, who will have Time 
enough to lament their Choice, and curſe their vain and fatal Enjoy- 
ments. But the ſmalleſt Seeds, the leaſt Sparks of ſincere Love to 
God, that purifies and enobles the Mind, unites it to its proper beatifick 
Object, and entitles us to all the glorious Benefits of the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, is ſuch an ineſtimable Mercy, as ought to fill our Hearts goith 
Joy, and our Mouths with everlaſting Praiſes. What greater Blefling can 
Heaven give, or Man receive, except the Completion of this imperfect 
Habit? and what can I do to expreſs my Gratitude to my Divine Author, 
but by loving him yet more, and yielding up my Heart entirely to Him? 
Let me therefore contemplate the amiable Object of this Heavenly 
Paſſion, till its Flame, reflected and redoubled upon it ſelf, ſhall be- 
come ſtronger and more vigorous,” and fill my whole Soul with its 
Heat and Light. How much better is it to feel in our Minds an ar- 
dent Love to God, than to poſſeſs all the Profits and Pleaſures which | 
the generality of Mankind purſue ? The. loweſt prevailing Degree, - 
of this celeſtial Quality, is infinitely. more deſirable than the moſt Pro- 
ſperous Condition on Earth: When it is in its mournful and penitential 
State, grieving for Sin, and bewailing its own Weakneſs and Imperfecti- 
on; it does even then afford more ſolid and rational Satisfaction, than all 
things which the World can beſtow ; nor would I exchange its Fears and 
Sorrow, for all the Delights of wicked and ungodly Men. And here, Sir, 
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Your Humble Servant, 
THEOPHILVUS. 
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1 : 
| 'T 7 with great Satisfaction that I read your laſt Practical Medi. 
& tatians on the excellent Subject of Divine Love. Your earneſt and 
pathetick Expoſtulations ; your juſt and irreſiſtable Reaſons, and the 
moying Terms of Diction, I acknowledge with great Thankfulneſs, 
went to my Heart, and excited warm and devout Affections: When 
my divine Feryour was much abated, I read your pious Diſcourſe again, 
and again, and it always produced the lixe good Effect; and in Imitation 
of your Manner of Soliloquy and Expoſtulation, I have exerciſed my 
Thoughts on ſome other ſpiritual and important Subjects, and have reap- 
ed ſuch, a conſiderable Benefit. from that Practice, that I perſwade my 
If thoſe Divine Truths, which hover unoperative in the Imagina. 
tion of many, and produce but few good Fruits in the Life and Con- 
verſation, loſe their Force and Efficacy, for want of frequent and ſe- 


riqus Meditation, that, ſhould urge and preſs them home upon the Heart, 


10 


till it feels their Virtue, and receives their Impreſſions: And therefore 
Sir, Lam exceedingly obtiged; to you, for communicating to me this 
Method of drawing forth, by ſecret Contemplation, the Energy and 


Life of Divine Notions, till they gain Admiſſion to the Soul, ſtir up 


generous Paſſions, and engage it in pious Reſolutions. I acquaint you, 
Sir, with the good Effect which I have found from your religious Cor- - 
reſpondence, not only to expreſs my Gratitude to you, my great Be- 
nefator, but likewiſe to encourage yon, whom I look upon as a ſincere 
| Lover 
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Lover of God and Man, not to break off your ſpiritual Commerce, bat tor 
communicate to me what Sentiments you may have behind on the Stat * E 


Theme, which you have choſen for our Intercourſe; or what Inſtru- 


Qion ſoever you ſhall think fit to give me, on any other divine Sub“ 


ject. I am, 
7 2 | SIR, 1 


Your moſt Obliged oh 1 
Humble Servant, 


The Fifth LET TER. 
THrtornilus to EUGENIO. 


SIR, | 

H E Heart of Man is exceedingly deceitful and hard to be known, 
1 whence we often entertain wrong Opinions of our ſelves*and our 

Actions. This ſaving therefore I interpoſe, if I am not miſguided, and 

under the Power of Self-Deluſion, I declare that the chief Ambition which 

I feel, is that of promoting the Honour of God and the Good of Mankind: 


And hence it is, that I perceived a ſenſible Pleaſure, when I peruſed your | 


laſt, in which you tell me, that you have reaped ſach ſpiritual Advantages 
from my Contemplations on Divine Love. Thus encouraged, Sir, I ſend 
you ſome other Thoughts. on that important Article, with which I ſhall 
conclude my Diſcourſe upon it. X 
WHILE you take care, by proper Means and Motives, to cheriſh the 
Root of Divine Love in your Heart, that it may enrich your Life with 
plenteous Fruits of Piety and good Works, you ſhould ſometimes commi- 
ſerate, with unfeigned Compaſſion, the unhappy State of thoſe Men, who 


14 
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have loſt all ſpiritual Taſte, are eſtranged from the ſincere Love of God, 

and by their pernicious Choice, have alienated their Hearts to the Profits 
and Pleaſures of this World. You ſhould therefore ſometimes ſay within 
your ſelf, How deplorable is the Condition of thoſe Men, whio, ignorant 


of their Divine Original, and their chief End, have plung'd themſelves 
. in 


* 
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LE" I. ahd Pleaſures of this World, and deſpiſed or disbelieved the 
4 # 1 2 5 bpineſs of the next 3 whoſe Inclinations are turn'd aſide from God, the 
3 Intain of all Good, and the only Object of their Felicity, to the low and 
8 1 Fra ent Vanities of this Life? The Conſideration of your ſad Condition, / 
1 a Enough to melt the Heart, penetrate the inmoſt Soul, and turn the 
* no s to a Fountain of Tears. What a moving Proſpect is it, td ſee Men 
SW r ſpread with the Leproſie of Sin, Rupid and obdurate in Guilt, and 
ds enter into a State of eternal Miſery, and yet ſo infatuated and 
| 5 ti d, as to-be wholly ignorant of their terrible Danger ? What Compaſ- 
£9 bon is great enough to be exerciſed towards ſuch unhappy Creatures? O 
that they knew how ad their Condition is ! Miſerable Men! Dark, inſen- 
R Able Criminals! Could 1 open your Eyes, and ſhew you your Deformity, 
and unſpeakable Danger, you would ſtand amazed at the Proſpect, and 
tremble to look about you; you would ſtart back, and be affrighted to ſee 
your ſelves fo foul and uncleen, and your Indignation againſt your ſelves 
- would be greater than I am able to deſcribe. You love your Sins ſo well, 
and are ſo ſtupified and hardened in your Ways, that you will ſtill go on, 
and flatter your ſelves that your Condition is not ſo miſerahle as it is re- 
preſented, . Your invincible Adherence to earthly Pleaſures will not let 
you ſee your Pollution and dreadful Hazard, but will it ſelf alone, he an 
- Anſwer to all the Arguments, which are uſed, to make you ſenſible 
of your ſad Condition. The perſwaſions of Men are not forcible enough 
to change your Inclinations ; their Calls are not loud enough to awaken 
Jou; only his Voice that makes the Foundations of the Earth tremble, 
4 * is able to move ſuch Lethargick Sinners; only that Power that enlivens 
the Duſt, can quicken ſuch ſtupid and lifeleſs Souls. Gracious Lord! 
look with Pity on theſe miſerable Creatures; ſpeak and they will hear; 
open their Eyes, aad diſcloſe to them the immenſe Treaſures of thy Love; 
„ dart down a heav'nly Beam into their Minds, and let them ſee thy glori- 
* ous and amiable Perfections, and they will not forbear to love thee in- 
= ſpire their Hearts with thy divine Grace; change their Natures and evil 
Habits, and let them feel the attractive Force of thy infinite Goodneſs, 
| * hat they may deſpiſe the World and the Pleaſures of it, and chuſe Thee 
1 5 alone for their End and Happineſs. 
= AND as vou ought, Sir, to exerciſe the greateſt Compaſſion to theſe 
N happy Creatures, that are Strangers to God, and Enemies to Religion; 
ſ p W500 always cheriſh the greateſt Eſteem and Love to thoſe excel- 


lent 
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lent Men, who have withdrawn their Deſires and Affections * de 5 


World, and fixed them upon their bleſt Creator, as their chief Be 
May you pay more Eſteem and Honour to theſe God-like Perſons, chats. 
the greateſt Heroes, and the molt renowned Princes on Earth. Theſe ate 


the living Images of the Deity, and the Purchaſe of the Blood of the Son of, 8 6 


God, the Lights of the World, and the Glory of Mankind. If you ſhould 
love God as he has manifeſted himſelf in his Creatures, and admire him 


. ” 


in the wonderful Impreſſions of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that 


are ſeen in the various Parts of Nature, you are much more obliged to do ſox: . 1 


when you behold him in the moſt excellent Parts of his Creation. Good 


and pious Men give us the moſt lively Repreſentation of God's Per fections 


and the Rays of Divine Goodneſs communicated to them, render them ſo 
beautiful and amiable, that he that loves the Deity, cannot but love his 
rational Creatures, who in Purity ſo much reſemble him. Thoſe are the 

Sons of God, his Friends, his Favourites, and the Heirs of his Kingdom, 
and will you not love thoſe who are ſo much belov'd by him, and on whom 


he has conferred ſo much Honour? If then you are ſincerely devoted to God 


you will certainly love and delight in ſuch, who have the ſame Intereſt, 
Employments, and Inclinations with your ſelf. It is the greateſt Folly 
and Abſurdity in the World; to believe that you love the Divine Being, 
whilſt you hate, deride, and perſecute thoſe who love him moſt and ſerve 
him beſt : May you never fall into this Deluſion, that has impoſed ſo muctr 


upon the World; may you never imagine that you have the leaſt Spark of 


Love to God, if in your Heart ydu hate and deſpiſe pious Men, who 
bear the greateſt Similitude to his Holy Nature. How many Thouſands 


in the World perſuade themſelves that they love God, while they ſcorn 


and deride his Image, and afflict and inſult his Servants; 1 
wardly contemn their Perſons, Purity, and humble and blameleſs 


and account them as much unfit to live in the World, as the World is 


unworthy to entertain them ? But how ill ſoever they are treated by their 
Enemies, how poor and Low ſoever their Condition is, yet may you 
ſincerely love, and highly honour them ; : and may it be the Study of 
your Life to do them good. 


AND if you have ſo muchReaſon to love Cod in the imperfectlmage which | 


you ſee of him in his Servants on Earth, how much greater Reaſon have 
you to love and admire him in his Saints and Angels, who are in Heaven, 
and haye yet more lively, and more perfect Characters of his Divine Per- 
E. fections 
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1 dee on them? How lovely and beautiful are theſe Godlike 
es ? How bright are theſe miniſtring Flames of Fire? What Glory 
5 from the Image of God ſhining on them? How clear and capacious 
L . # 2 their Underſtandings ? How full of Love and Joy their Wills? How 
mw. 5 x Fregular and harmonious all their Faculties, and how pure and ſpotleſs their 
hole Mind? Whata raviſhing Proſpect would it be, to ſee theſe happy 
= Treatures adhering to their beatifick Object, with inſeparable Affection, 
eds to ſee them all inflam'd with Love, and tranſported with everlaſting Joys? 
_, To fee them drinking in Rivers of divine Pleaſures that flow clear and 
untroubled from the Fountain of all Good, and ſending them back in eter- 
nal Praiſe ? Bleſſed Spirits! how happy is your Condition, that love God 
= perfectly, and are perfectly beloved of him? 1 envy not your Happineſs, 
but eartieſtly wiſh to be Partaker of it, Your Love to God knows no Im- 
perfection or intermiſſion: You find no deadneſs ia your divine AﬀeRi- 
ons, and meet with no Interruptions in your Tranſports : You feel no Cor- 
ruptions inclining you to ſenſual Objects, no Indiſpoſition of Soul or Body, 
-to weaken or abate your Love and Delight. How deſirable is your Con. 
dition! How much more than all the Treaſures and Glory of the World? 
May I love you, and imitate your Love to God; may the Contemplation of 
your divine Affections increaſe and advance my own; may I borrow from 


.£ % +: 
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* your Orbs freſh Light and Heat, to illuminate and warm this cold and 


obſcure Soul. How languiſhing are mine, compared with your active 
1 Y Flames? How weak and inconſtant are my pious Inclinations, and how 
|  - ſtrong and eſtabliſhed yours? As heavy Bodies deſcend to the Earth, as 
Sparks of Fire mount upwards, and Rivers flow to the Ocean, ſo 07 7 

you move to God, the Glorious Object of your Happineſs : In him, as in 

your Centre, you find eternal, unmoleſted Reſt; from the Senſe of his 

Love to you, and the Operations of your own to him, you derive all the 

Felicity you can poſſibly receive. How much in vain would it be to offer 

you the Enjoymeats and Glory of this World ? How would you deride 

ſuch Toys and Follies, and reje& the Propoſals with the bigheſt Scorn? 

+ You have no carnal Aﬀections, no Appetites left, to which ſuch Tempta- 

tions can be addreſſed with the leaft Hope of Succeſs. You love God, you 

love him only, you love him perfectly, and you ſtand fixed and immoveable 

in your happy Choice.  Unconceivable Happineſs! How gladly woulda. 
part with all the World to be admitted to your Society, there to be Par- 

mer of 1851 8 er * me admire you as the moſt excellent 
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and moſt amiable Parts of the Univerſe; and tho' I ſee you nos 
feel that I love you, as I do my abſent Friends; tho' there be 8580 | 
Interval between us, as that betwixt Heaven and Earth, yet Love 
Wings, and can paſs it in a Moment: My Thoughts and Contemplati 
ons can reach you at the greateſt Diſtance, and this Way! may, in re 450 
Sort, enjoy your heay'nly Converſation. Methiaks 1 ſee your glorious + 
Choir, all raviſhed and tranſported with Joy and Love; methinks I hear 
your divine "Praiſes and triumphant Hallelujabs ; and whillt I contemplate % 
your glorious and happy State, I begin to taſte a narrow Stream of thaxg  * 7 
heav'nly Pleaſure, of which you poſſeſs the immenſe Ocean. * ** 
MY Soul riſes by ſtrong Efforts of Love and Deſire to your happy Re- "Mn 
gions, and while I mingle with your celeſtial Company, I ſee your Crowng 
of Glory, and obſerve the Extaſies of immortal Blifs. By Aiticipation, I 
pre · enjoy the Happineſs of Heaven, and the unſpeakable Delights of a 
glorified State. How earneſtly now I wiſh to be qualified, by a pure Heart, 
and a pious Life, for my Admiſſion into the happy and illuſtrious Aſſem.. 
bly of the Righteous, and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, where I 
may ſee the greateſt Manifeſtations of the Almighty's Glory, and feel the 
higheſt Expreſſions of his Goodneſs, that humane Faculties, in their moſt 
rectiſied and exalted State, are capable of receiving? Where I may adore, 
admire, and glorifie the great Author of my Being, with all the Powers and 
Capacities of my Soul; where I may love him, and rejoyce and triumph i we. 
him, as the ultimate Object of my Felicity; and where, ia the Company of 
Saints and Angels, I may ſing Praiſes and Hallelujahs to him that ſits upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever; and where likewiſe I ſhall be admitted 
into the Preſence of my exalted Lord and Saviour, there to behold his 
Glory, and take Poſſeſſion of that holy and happy Place, which he is gone 
before to prepare for all thoſe who ſincerely love and ſerve him. 

THUS, Sir, I have complyed with your Deſire. I ſhall here conclude ; my 1 
Meditations on this Divine Subject. I have before beſpoke your Candour, # 
and made ſo pology for the Defects of this Performance. The writing 
of theſe Letters, 1 acknowledge has been uſeful to my ſelf, and I hope will © 
prove ſo to you; and ſince the Propagation ef Piety and Virtue is what we 2. 5 
ſhould earneſtly deſire, if you are of Opinion that theſe Letters, ſhould they. * 
appear abroad, will promote that great End, you have my Conſent to make” 

them publick. 1 )am, Sir, Tour Hunible Servant, 7, 
: | THEOPHILUS- *— 


it 
"> 


3 


* 


e 


— 


, F We, | 
"The Sixth L ET T E N. > 


7 


* 


d G EN 10 75 Tyzormv Me 
1. 24637, pos T6: fis etch bis bo. tees tis 11669 
516, DDS ſe EIS 
HIS brings you. my ted Thanks, Je the: Fywour of your. 
laſt Letter; in which, as you tell me, you have ſiniſned your 
Meditations on the great Subject of Divine Love. I am highly pleaſ- 
ed, that you have given me the Liberty of making them Publick, 
being; perſwaded they will be ad vantageous and uſeful. to others 
they haxye been to my ſelf: For L muſt acknowledge; te bee 
Peruſal of. them, I have not only gain'd, as I believe, a full and 
Idea of Divine Love, in which the Rectitude of our Faculties and 
the Dignity and Perfe&tions of our Nature ſo mucbr oonſiſt, but have 
likewiſe acquired ſome Growth in that heavinly® Habit, and greater 
Facility in the Exerciſe of it. But notwithſtanding, Sir, you do * 
not intend to communicate any more of your Sentiments on that ſub- 
lime and excellent Theam, yet I cannot but ſollicit and importune you 
To. continue your Correſpondence; by writing do me om other religi- 
aus Duties, ſuch as the Fear of God, Delight in him, or Dependance 
on him, or any other Divine Subjects, which you ſhall judge molt. 


proper for my further Inſtruction and, « Improvement, which wil be 
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